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HES E are den as * 
poʒf the laſt Words of Darù 
" King of Jad; that great 
and excellent Magiſtrate, 
| whom God (in mercy to his 
favourite People) had called 
and appointed to rule over them. They 
are ſaid to be his laſt Words; bt that 
he was then dying, (tho he was indeed 
very near the end of bis Life and Reign; ) 
for there are other Speeches of his record- 
ed afterwards, and ſome Tranfactions of 
Government too, which ſhew, that he was 
not upon his Death-bed when he deliver- 
ed what I have read to you. But they 
are called his laſt Words, (as Bp. Patrick 
obſerves from Abarbinel the Few,) becauſe 

N32 they 


| ES 


they were the laſt he ſpake by the Inſpi- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt. After he had 
compoſed his Pſalms by that Inſpiration, 
and by the ſame had added to them that 
which is recited in the . e Chap- 
ter, then he ſpake theſe Words, and 
thoſe that follow in the 47h, 5th, 6th, 
and 7th Verſes of this Chapter; after 
which, the Hely Spirit reſided no more up- 
on him in a prophetical way: And tis a 

noble Concluſion of his prophetical Cha- 

Tux Maxim was given him (it ſhould 
ſeem) at the beginning of his Reign, and 
by the Mouth of Nat ban or Samuel ( as 
is ſuppoſed) who were ſent to deliver it to 
him: and the Divine Spirit reminded him 
again of it at the latter end of his Life, 
and made Him the Prophet to publiſh it, 
for the Uſe of all ſucceeding Magiſtrates, 
as what is abſolutely neceſſary to the 
diſcharge of their Office, and to the be- 
nefit of the people that are governed 
by them, To ſee the ſtreſs that is laid 
upon it, obſerve the auguſt Pomp and 
Majeſty with which it is introduced, Ver. 
I, 2, 3. Wherein, to make the ſtronger 
Impreſſion upon the Minds of thoſe for 


whoſe Uſe it was intended, he is moved 


to preface it with a very awful Sandton ; 
from his ownCharadter, as a Prince, who knew 
the Neceſſity of ſuch a Government; and 


as 
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33 
as a Prophet, divinely and immediately 
inſtructed now by God in what he had 
before been taught by his other Prophets. 
David the Son of Feſſe (aid; and the 
Man. who was raiſed up on high, (i. e. 
from a private Life to Royal Dignity,) 
the anointed of the God of Facob, and the 
fweet Pſalmiſt of Tfrael, ſaid ; the Spirit of 
the Lord ſpake by me, and his Word was 
in my Tongue : the God of Iſrael ſaid; the 
Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me: Mt that rulcth 
over Pen muſt be jull, ruling in the 
Fear- of GDD. What can be brought in 
with greater Majeſty than this? What 
Words can require a deeper Attention, or 
imply a greater Importance? 
Tue Uſe I ſhall make of them at pre- 
ſent, is as they relate to inferior Magi- 
ſtrates: for ſo undoubtedly they do, as 
well as to ſoveraign Princes; for the Maxim 
is general, and extends to all that are in 
any Magiſtratual Power; He that ruleth 
er * muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear 
of God. FT x 
'Txe Words yeild us two Conſiderations : 


I. Tur Character and Duty of a good 
Magiſtrate, in reſpect of Juſtice ; He 
that ruleth cover Men muſt be juſt. And, 

II. Tur religious principle that is to 
animate his whole Adminiſtration 
Ruling in the Fear of God. 


Firſt, 
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Tn hare c FH 20 
Firft, Tus Character and Duty of a 
good Magiſtrate in reſpect of Iuſtice; ¶ He 
that ruleth over Men muſt be ſuſt.] And 
that he may be ſo, tis fit he ſhould conſi- 
der, from whom he receives his Commiſ- 
ſion, and over whom he is to rule: for 
there is a Juſtice due to both. He has his 
Commiſſion from God, and from bis Prince. 


J ſay from God: for even ſubordinate Ma- 


giſtrates owe their Nomination to his Pro- 
vidence, and their Authority to his Inſti- 
tution, as the Author of all Government. 
Such were the Judges appointed by Je- 
Huſbaphat King of Fudah, and yet he ac- 
knowledges they had their Commiſſion ul- 
timately from à greater Hand than his: 
Take heed what ye do, (ſays hè in his Inſtru- 
ions, to them;) for je judge not for Man 
[i. e. not only for ne and by my Autho- 
rity, | but for the Lord; and by his Au- 
thority,] 20 1 wwith you in the Fudement. 
Qheretoꝛe, t the Fear of the Lord be 
upon you, 2 Chron. xix. 6, 7. And here you 
ſee the Conſequence which I intended to draw 
from this Obſervation, that they have their 
Power from God, 212. they are not juſt to 
him, if they rule not in his Fear, and for 
his Service and Glory. But more of this 
under the ſecond general Head. . 
Tux have their Commiſſion alſo from 
their Prince; tho nominated. by popular 
17 Electi- 
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Election, or any other regular Way: for 


they are fworn to Him, and govern in his 
Name. Their Juſtice, in reſpect of this, 
is, to be faithful to bim; to the Honour 


of h IS. Perſon, the Safety of his Throne, | 


and the Peace of his Government. By this, 


it is incumbent upon em, if they be juſt 
to their Commiſſion, to enquire into, and 


ſuppreſs all ſeditious Practices; and to curb 


the-Inſolence of thoſe that are not. afraid 
to ſpeak evil of Dignities, nor aſhamed to 
vilify our glorious: Soveraign, whom all 


Europe admires, and reverences, except 
ſome factious Spirits amongſt our ſelves. 


'Lis a Juſtice, Which his Magiſtrates owe to 
his Authority, (the immediate Fountain of 
their go" v1 as well as to his excellent 
Character, to ſuffer: none within their Ju- 
riſdiction to ſay any thing in Contempt of 
him, or any thing to alienate the Affection 
of his other Subjects from him; or do any 
thing to diſturb. the legal Courſe, or weaken 
the Power of Government in his Hands. 
But beſide. the Juſtice due to Him, whoſe 
Commiſion they bear, a Magiſtrate ought 
in juſtice alſo to conſider over whom he is 
to rule; the Subjefts of his Magiſtratual 


Power. He that ruleth over MEN muſt be 


juſt. He is to conſider them as Men; in 


the ſame rank of Nature and Being, tho 


not of outward Dignity and Power, with 


Himſelf; and therefore, would be unjuſt 
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to treat them like Brute Beaſts, which he 
may tyrannize over and enſlave at Pleaſure. 
They are to be uſed with Gentlenefs and 
Modeſty ; and tho' guilty of an Offence, 
yet, where there is not a Neceſſity of Puniſh- 
ment, excuſed upon Submiflion, if ſofter 
Methods are likely to reclaim them. For 
a Magiſtrate is not to riumpb in his Power, 
and to do hard things becauſe he is able to 
do them: but to temper all his proceed- 
ings with as much Lenity as the Laws will 
bear, and with all the good nature that 
becomes a Man. And even in puniſhing, 
(where there ig a Neceſſity for it,) there 
thould be as much Unzwillmgneſs to inflict, 
and as much Tenderneſs in the Circum- 
ſtances of it, as the Caſe will admit. 
The mildneſs of our legal Conſtitution here 
in England, is obſervable in this, that our 
Laws admit of no ſuch thing as Racks 
and Tortures, no breaking on the Wheel, 
or other ſuch barbarous Puniſhments as are 
uſed abroad: and ſo tender of puniſhing 
is the Spirit of our Nation in general, that 
Magiſtrates are rather apt to be remiſs, 
and negligent to @a fault, that they may 
avoid Severity: So that I need ſay no 

more of this. But to fence againſt both 
extremes, I ſhall endeavour to deſcribe more 
largely, the Juſtice of a Magiſtrate toward 
thoſe whom he is to govern, in theſe fol- 
lowing particulars, | ES 
| He 


8 

- He that ruleth cer Men muſi be aft ; 

(..) In'a diligent Executiun of the Lats 
tommitted to him. The End of all In- 
ſtitutions of Lats, is the Tame which St. 
Paul makes the Reaſon of our praying for 
Magiſtrates; 1 Tims. li. 2. that we may 


live quiet aud peaceable Lives in all Cod- 


lineſs an Hpneſty. It is the pub/ith Gied 
in the firſt Place; and fo far as is con- 


fiſtent with that, the good of every par- 
ticular Subject. I ſay, fo fat is coffuſtent 


with that; | becanſe ſuch partic:/l:r Sub- 
jects as will be vicious and unquiet, and 
expoſe themſelves thereby to the PY. 
ment of Laws, (tho' no Tjuftice or In au. 
is done them by their Puniſhment,) muſt 
needs ſuffer a perſonal Harm: and ſo far 
the Law was not deligned for heir par- 
ticular good; but for the Publick and ge- 
reral good, which would be very ill 


conſulted, (or rather totally overthrown,) 


if Puniſhments were not to be inflicted up- 
on great and obſtinate Offenders. And 
yet, (except in capital Puniſhments,) it is 


for heir good too, in the moral Intention 
of the Law; to reſtrain or rect2im them 


from thoſe Diſorders that are likely to 


end in their Ruin, as well as to be trou- 
bleſome and injurious to others. So that, 


upon the whole, Laws are for the good 
of every partieular Subject, in as much as 


Religion and Virtue, Good Order, Poace= 
r B ahbleneſs, 
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ableneſs, and Honeſty, are the real Inte- 
reſt (as well as Duty) of every. particutar 
Perſon, with reſpe& both to this and to 
another World. But their main view, 
(conſidered as Inſtitutions political,) is the 
general and publick good of the whole 
Community: that Religion may be ſup- 
ported in the Veneration due to it; Good 
Order maintained in reſtraining all Acts 
of Violence or Sedition; and thoſe Poſ- 
ſeſſions which the Law has given a right 
to, may be preſerv'd in Safety. Now the 
Execution of theſe Laws being committed 
to Magiſtrates, the Magiſtrate will be very 
unjuſt, both to his private Neighbourhood 
and the publick, if he be not very di- 
ligent in the Execution of them; ſince ſo 
much depends upon it. He is not juſt to 
the Virtue of his People, if he ſuffers ill 
Examples (unpuniſhed) to corrupt them: 
He is not juſt to their Piety, if he ſuffers 
Profaneneſs (unpuniſh'd) to make religious 
Minds uneaſy. He is not juſt to the Saſety 
of his Country, if he ſuffers either Pro- 
faneneſs or Vice (by not being duly pu- 
niſhed,) to draw down the Judgments of 
God upon it; or if he ſuffers feditious 
Practices to endanger, or any Violences to 
difquiet it. He is guilty of Injuſtice to 
every particular Ilan in his Eftate or Poſ- 
ſellons, if he does not ufe the Power 
that is given him by Law to. puniſh or 

10 pre- 
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| prevent all Cheating, Stealing, Robbery, 


and every ſort of Diſhoneſty which the 
Laws extend to puniſh: nor is he juſt to 
him 9fherewiſe, if he does not his utmoſt 
to protect his Perſon and Reputation as 
far as the Law can do it; or if he ſuf- 
fers any Exactions or Extortions which 


the Law empowers him to reſtrain. In a 


Word; the Magiſtrate Himſelf is ' guilty, 
(in point of Conſcience,) of all that Wick- 
edneſs that infef7s, and all that Injuſtice 
and Diſorder that aſturbs his Province, 
if he does not do his beſt to hinder and 


ſuppreſs it by that Power the Law has 


committed to him. However, | 
(2:) His Juſtice in executing Laws is 


to appear in as great a Care not to ober- 


ſtrain them. He makes a Law, inſtead 


of executing it, who' goes. in any reſpect 
beyond the Direction of thoſe Laws that 
are to be his Guide. But ſurely the ma- 


king of Laws is reſerved to a ſuperiour 


Authority; and 'tis as ſure, that we have 
no ſuch thing in England as arbitrary 
Puniſhments, nor arbitrary Crimes neither. 
There muſt be either Common, Statute, 
or Eccleſiaſtical Laws, to make any thing 


puniſhable : and the ſame Laws preſcribe 


the Puniſhment ; and preſcribe the Cjr- 
cumſtances alſo that ſhall infer the guilt 


which expoſes a Man to Puniſhment. If 


any thing be puniſhed which the Law 
D 23 n 
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Linz | 
did not deſign to puniſh; or any Penalty 
be inflicted for a legal Offence, which the 
Law will not juftety  inflitting; or if the 
Circumſtances to convict be neglected, or 
ſtrained beyond the Intention of Law; 
there is an Injuſtice done: the perſon ac- 


cuſed is /egally, tho perhaps not really 


innocent. Great Care, therefore, muſt be 
had, not to go too far under à pretended 
N Zeal for Juſtice.; but to take the Letter 
or Uſage of the Law according to the 
real and equitable. veaning of it, as near 
as can be apprehended. Not to bring 
Facts within it which were not intended 
by it: not to raiſe Saſpicions only into 
Prepfs,. cr dubious Circumſtances into Evi- 
dence: not to ſwell the Fault beyond the 
legal Nature of it; nor the Puniſhment, 
either in kind or meaſure, beyond what 
the Law directs, or has been allowed by 
publick and ordinary Practices. This is 


certainly what Magiſtrates ought to make 


Conſcience of, in Juſtice to thoſe whom 
they rule cer, and to the Law by which 
they rule. 1 BY. 
_ (3.) This Juſtice implies a great Ab- 
borrencs of doing wrong in any reſpe& 
whatſoever, I ſpeak of it here, as a ge- 
neral and habitual Virtue u diſpoſitiou 
which eyery Magiſtrate ſhopld have, (and 
every Man ſhould. have; but they eſpe- 
cally who have moſt power and opporty- 
L | nities 
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7 nities for it, and moſt Temptations to the 
a contrary, which is the Caſe of Magiſtrates;) 
5 to do right to every body, on all Accounts 
i that lye in their Way; an univerſal Ve- 
neration for Juſtice, and Love of Equity, 
. and Tenderneſs for Mankind: that all 
2 fides'may be fairly heard, all Arguments 
5 on either ſide duly weighed; leſt either 
the Accuſer or accuſed ſhould ſuffer by 
| too | haſty a Determination. To this 2 
great deal of Patience will be required, 
X and a great deal of Mildneſs,, and an 
| exact: Integrity. What I mean by the laſt, 
| is, under this. Head, an Abhorrence of all 
| Temptations to Injuſtice, and eſpecially 
that. of Bribery. It is required of 'em, 
Exod. xviii. 21. that they be Men of Truth, 
(i. e. Honeſty,) hating Covetonſneſs. And 
in Deut. xvi. 19. that they ſhould not tate 
a Gift; for a Gift dees blind the Eyes of 
the wiſe, and pervert the Words of the 
righteous, i. e. the Defence or Plea of the 
innocent. And Solomon tells us, Prov. xxix. 
4. The King ly Judgment {{abliſheth the 
Land; but He that receiveth Gifts over- 
throweth it: as much as to ſay, The 
King's Laws tend to the Good and Secu- 
rity of the People; but the Magiſtrates 
that are to execute thoſe Laws, if the 
take Bribes, deſ{roy it. A good Magiſtrate, 
therefore, will abhor the Thoughts of 
Bribery, and all Offers and Advances, or 
, „ 


[14] 

the leaſt In/enuations towards it. And ſo 
he will whatever ee may prejudice his 
Mind, or byaſs his Judgment, or preci- 
pitate the Determination he is to make; 
leſt by any means of his, an Injuſtice 
ſhould be done on any Side. For, 

(4.) Txx Juſtice of a Magiſtrate re- 
quires, that he thould never be influenced 
by Party, Friendſhip, Tatereſt, or Reſent- 
ment, in any matters of Right or Juſtice 
whatſoever; to wink at the Crimes of 
ſome, and fall ſevere upon others ; or deny 
to ſome any privilege the Laws allow, 
or give to others any advantage the Laws 
will not allow. Partiality is a terrible 
thing. For tho' the Bribery of Mony 
ſhould be on? of the Caſe; yet if that 
of their Paſſions or their Intereſts be in 
the Caſe, they. muſt have very ſuperior 
' Virtue that can do Juſtice : becauſe Self, 
and Humour, and private Inclination, will 
have a mighty Sway with all that have 
not ſacrificed them (by a Holy Life) to 
God and Conſcience. - 

But ſuch a ſuperior Virtue ought to be 
in every Ruler over Men, if he will be 
juſt, as the Text requires he ſhould be. 
No Reſentments ought to byaſs him: for 
if they do, 'tis Malice, and not Juſtice, 
that gives the Sentence; even tho' the 
Sentence happens to be materially r/ghr. 
It Friendſhips or Affection byaſs, it is a 

Fu Reſpect 
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Reſpeft of Perſons, which we know the 
Scriptures utterly condemn ; and particu- 
larly in that Charge to Magiſtrates, Deut. 
j. 16, 17. Fudge righteouſly betwixt every 


Man and his Brother, and theSTRANGER 
that is with him. Te ſhall not reſpect 


Perſons in Fudgment. Neither muſt any 
private Intereſt” lead them: for if there 
is a fear of loſing Advantages, or the 
Hopes of getting them, by the Judgment 
that may be given; and if the Judgment 
is accordingly: byaſſed by thoſe Views; it 
is the ſame thing as if Mony had been 
given, or thoſe Advantages offered before 
hand; which would be downright Bribery. 
And as Reſentment, Friendſhip, or Inte- 
reſt, muſt have nothing to do, ſo neither 
muſt Party influence. Reſpect either to 
Religious or Political Denominations of 


Men, is as bad as Reſpe& of Perſons, to 


the perverting of Juſtice. It's true, that 


in diſtributing Favours, (where no Claim 


of Right is concerned,) a Magiſtrate, as 
well as other Men, may diſtinguiſh as 


he pleaſes: but legal Rights, and legal 
Crimes or Offences, are the ſame in all 


Men; their being of one Party, or ano- 


ther, can never change the Merits of 
the Cauſe ; for that depends upon gene- 


ral and eſtabliſhed Laws, which were made 


for al the Subjects, without regard to 


Party: nor ought it, therefore, to ſcreen 
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any Man from Puniſhment that deſerves 
it; nor become an Argument to diſcoun- 
tenance or ſet aſide the juſt Demands of 
any Man, let him be of what Opinion 
or political Intereſt he will. For Juſtice 
is due to all Men; and every juſt Ma- 
giſtrate will make it his Care in ſuch 


matters to keep a perfectly even hand 


„„, to 1599-5 

(.) He that ruleth over Men muſt be 
juit, and ſhew that he dares to be ſo, by 
a reſolute doing what appears fit and juſt 
to be done, whatever the Conſequence 
may be. The two former Heads related 


chiefly to his Conſcience, or the inward 
y 5 


Principle determining his Judgment; this 


more eſpecially to his Churage, in doing 
what conſcientious Judgment tells him 


ſhould be done. And great need there is 
of Steadineſs and Courage, when he is 
to expoſe himſelf to the Cenſures of ig- 


norant Men, or the Revenges of ill Men, 
or the Frowns of Great Men, in diſ- 
charging his Duty. All theſe are to be 
expected in one Caſe or another: for 


tho' a Determination be ever ſo equitable, 
or a Puniſhment ever ſo juſt, thoſe that 
are intereſted to the contrary, or Fa- 
vourers of thoſe that are, will be apt 


to think it otherwiſe: and how much 
Malice may follow, where there is Power 
for Miſchief ; or at leaſt, how much ill- 

: natured 


F 


natured Reflexion and ill-will, were 
there is o other Power; Experience has 
often ſhewn. But all this muſt not ter- 
rify a Magiſttate. Having ſertted in his 


Judgment, by legal and equitable Kulés, 


what ought to be done, He has no Ter- 
ther Conſideration than to give order that 
it be done: Reſolution mutt beat Him up 
againſt all Conſequences. Perhaps fi me 
Perſons of Figure and Diftinttica into cls 
themſelves in the matter, and are diſo- 
bliged by it; and the Effects of their Ke- 
ſentment may be dangerous: but what is 
this to a good Magiſtrate? He knous 
of Sentence is /4ft, ank he will ſtand to 
for his Regard to Juſtice is, and 
ek to be, greater. than his Regard to 
them, © or to his own Dependance upon 


them. Perhaps a tumultuous diſord vy 


Populace may be inflamed, and with their 
uſual ill Manners, may inſult him for it, 
or in their giddy Rage do worſe ; as it 
has ſometimes happened, where either the 
Crime is become popular, or the Ci 
nal: but this will not move a jiiſt and 
gallant Magiftrate ; the Laws fhall take 
their Courſe while they are in his Admt- 


niſtration, in ſpite of all the Madnefs of 


the People, But if none of ieſe things 
happen, yet the ſtrifteſt Regard to Jatlice 
will perhaps be miſinterpreted by many, and 
Cenſures and Reflexions will be throwhupon 

5 him 
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him with great Freedom; not only by 


the Sufferers Malice, or his Friends, but 


by the factious Humour of ſome, who are 
got into a Way of diſliking every thing 


their Magiſtrates do; or by the Ignorance 
of others, that will be always Judging of 


things which. they don't underſtand the 
Reaſons of: but a wiſe and juſt Magi- 
ſtrate will not ©2lue ſuch. Diſcouragements. 
He governs himſelf by the Nature and 


Reafon of things, and the inflexible Rules 


of Juſtice: not by the uncertain and hu- 
mourous Notions of a Mob; nor by the 
confuſed and. inconſiderate Judgment of 


any body elſe that may cenſure. him, 
And thus. I have repreſented! to you, 


in ſeveral Particulars, the Character of a 
good Magiſtrate with reſpect to the firſt 
Clauſe in our Text, He that ruleth over 


Men muſt be FUST. Let us ae goon to 
the Second General Head. 


74 THz Religious Prineiple that is to 


animate his whole Adminiſtration, [ruling 


in the fear- of God.] We had the moral 


Principle before, in the Character of Ju- 
ſtice: but here, Religion is introduced, 
as the moſt awful Reaſon why he ſhould, 
and the beſt Security that he. will. be 
art, and a Direction to him alſo to ex- 
tend his Care in the Execution of Juſtice 
0 Promote Reli gion ad Virtue. And in- 


2 „ — F== U W a 1 1 «Cs 


AY oa an * 


L 9 
deed, where Religion abe, not influence 
the Magiſtrate in both reſpects, (both 
as a Reafon of what he goes, and a 
Direction of What he ſhould do,) Juſtice 
will be but lamely executed, and by 
halves; nor will the moral Virtue, how 
agreeable ſoever to the Reaſonings of Na- 
ture and Conſcience, have ſtrength enough 
to fupply the World with many Inſtances, 
of ſuch as will be uniformly juſt: for the 
ſake of Juſtice, There muſt be a far- 
ther and a ſtronger Principle to do this; 
which is Religion, or the Fear of God. 
But when may they be ſaid to rule in 
(I.) When, conſidering themſelves as 
_ ruling for God, and deputed under him, 
they guide themſelves by it as a Maxim, 
in all their Adminiſtration of Juſtice, to 
act as they think God himſelf would act, 
for whom they govern, Feboghhaphat's 
Charge to his Fadges: 2 Chron. Xix. 6, 7. 
(which I cited in part before,) runs thus : 
Take heed what ye do: for ye judge not 
for Man, but for the Lord, who is with 
you in the Fudgement. Wherefore new let 
the Fegr of the Lord be upon you; take 
heed and do it : for there is no Iniquity 
with the Lord our God, nor reſpect of Per- 
ſons, nor taking of Gifts. As much as to 
ſay : © Tho' your Commiſſion runs in my 
| C2 - * Name, 
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* Name, your Authority is from God, the 
* Soveraign and eflential Juſtice, Who is 
«©. preſent with you in all your Courts of 
« * Jo him you muſt be ac- 
* countable in a ſeverer manner than you 
** can to me. And therefore, let the Fear 
© of God be upon you; conſider your 
& ſelves as His Deputies, to diſtribute 
T (ae to this People; and as ſuch, 
** let. Him be the Pattern of your Con- 
| duft, Who is the Fountain of your 
* Porwer. There is no Iniquity with 
** Him; take care that there be none 
** With you. The Great God is neither to 
* be awed nor bribed to any Injuſtice ; 
** and it becomes you that are to judge 
fe for him, therefore, to fear none but 
Him, and to admit of no Corruption.“ 
This is . plainly the Senſe of that excel- 
lent Charge of Fehghaphat to his Judges. 
And it appears thereby, that he Fear of 
God, which Magiſtrates ſhould haye, with 
reſpect to their Office, (as judging in his 
Stead, and being accountable to Him,) 
conſiſts in judging according to the ind 
of God, as far they have any Light to 
apprehend it; and according to the Ex- 
ample of God, as cloſe as they are able 
to come up to it. And if this be the 
Caſe; tho only Uncorruptneſs and Im- 
partiality in Juſtice is mentioned, that 
mixture of Mercy along with it which is 

in 


* 


« 
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in God, muſt be included; ſuch a Ten- 


derneſs to Offenders, as I deſcribed in the 
Beginning of this Diſcourſe. Such, cer- 


tainly, is the Temperature of Dicine 


Juſtice ; and ſo it will be of Humane, 


if Magiſtrates rule in the Fear of God:; 


i. e. if they either fear him, in a Way 


of Veneration and Reverence of his Per - 
feftrons, or in à dread of his Reſentments 


of coo wor unlike and _ contrary to 
him. 
(50 They are Tai to 7 in tho 
Fear of God, Muhen they have a due 
Regard to the Oath of God that is up- 
on them. The Réverence of an Oath, as 


it is the ſtrongeſt Ligament of Society, 


ſo it is alſo one of the moſt neceſſary 


Characters of Religion; there can be no 
Religion without it. For what is that. 


promiſſory Oath, which all Magiſtrates 
and Officers of Juſtice take, but the Se- 
curity they give for the faithful Dif- 
charge of their Truſt, by calling God to 
witneſs their ſincere Intentions ſo to dif 
charge it; and binding over themſelves 
to the Judgments and eternal Vengeance 
of God, if they do not thot impartial 
Juſtice which they promiſe ? Snrely, thoſe 
who take ſuch Oaths, and never think 
of them more, do either not believe a 
God, or not regard him: if 7hat be the 
Caſe, * re Atheiſts; and if 7%, they're 

impi- 
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impious; they have no Fear of God be- 


fore their Eyes. But a good Magiſtrate 


will, in all his Proceedings, have an Aue 


and Dread upon his Mind from ſo ſevere 


an Obligation. It will be always ſounding 
in his Ears. He will be afraid of mak ing 


one Step in any thing contrary to it; 


afraid of ſo much as looking upon any 


Temptation to break thro it: - becauſe he 
fears God, who (he very well knows) 


obſerves him, and whom he purpoſely 


invoked to. be the Witneſs of his Con- 


duct, and the Avenger of all wilful In- 


juſtice in it. He knows, that tho' the 


Prince may be often ignorant of the 
Iniquity or the Cruelty of thoſe whom 


he employs in the Adminiſtration of Ju- 


ſtice; their God (by whoſe Name they 
were {worn to a juſt Adminiftration,) ſees 
every Step they take, and all the work- 
ings of their Paſſions, and all the ſecret 


Springs that move them, as well as the 


publick Iſſue of their Sentence. Thus 
then will the Conſcience of a Magiſtrate 
that fears God continually argue with him 
upon this 'Topick. © What! can I ima- 
* gine, the Great God of Heaven, that 


cc 
cc 


got the Oath I ſwore by him? Or 

can I imagine, if I ſhould act unrigh- 
* teoully in this Cauſe, or to this Man, 
Son any Account, and by any Art or 
85 Ma- 


cc 


infinite and eternal Memory, has for- 
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* Management whatſoever, that God will 
deny me that Vengeance, which I ſo- 
* lemnly deſired Him to lay up for me 
“ i I ſhould 2* Can I ſuppoſe, he will 
* ſuffer his own awful Majeſty to be af- 
q fronted, his own Power and Juſtice 
* defied, and this Man (who is under 
his Protection) injured by my Perjury, 
and fit tamely down for ever without 
* vindicating both Himſelf and Him” 2 
ts true, the Vengeance of Heaven is ge- 
nerally /o in ſtriking; but it is fare, 
and ſo much the more wezghty, when it 
does ſtrike, There is many a perjured 
Evidence, and many a forſworn Magi- 
ſtrate, that goes on with Eaſe and out- 
ward Proſperity under his Guilt, and God 
ſeems to take no notice of him: but 


he certainly will at length, either by 


ſome ſevere Judgment in his World, or 
eternal Puniſhment in the next. And 
this; even Heathen Conſciences were aware 
of; Euripides, and Plutarch *, and 
race, and Fuvenal*; and FLalerins 
ei n Maxi- 
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Maximus ©, whoſe Obſervation -- is wdrtl} 
our while to repeat: Leuto enim gradi 
(ſays he) ad vindidtam ſui Divina proce- 
dit Ira; tarditatemque' ſupplicii gravitate 
compenſat. The Wrath of God proceeds 
e put flowly to avenge himſelf; and 
* makes up at length for the Sozwneſs, 
* by the Secerity of the Puniſhment,” _ 
But (3.) and laſtly, Magiſtrates are 
ſaid to rule in the Fear ef God, when 
they endeavour to promote the Fear of 
God, and to ſuppreſs whatever is contrary 
to it among the People. I am not now to 
prove, that Magiſtracy inveſts Men with a 
Power (and conſequently lays upon them 
an Obligation) to look after this, as well 
as the Quiet of the State, and the ſe- 
eular Rights and Safety of thoſe whom 
they govern; that their Authority is con- 
cerned to keep up the outward Reve- 
rence due to God and Religion, as well 
as that which is owing. to the Prince 
and to the Laws; and that they ſhould. 
preſerve Sobriety and Chaſtity, no leſs 
than Peace and Honeſty. 'I take this for 
granted ; and indeed the Laws committed 
to them make it undeniable. But what J 
aim 
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aim ft Here; is to ſhew, that ruling in 
the Fear of God implies a hearty and par- 
ticular Zea in this part of their Office: 
Wherever a Principle - of Religion is im- 
bibed in ſerious Earneſt, it enters ſo deep 
into the Affections, that the Soul can 
never be eaſy with any thing that is ſaid 
or done againſt Religion; but will exert 
its ſelf, ſome Way or other, in Abhor- 
rence and Oppoſition to what is contrary 
to the Principle its ſelf is influenced by: 
An Example of this we have in righteous 
Lot. He had, indeed; no Power to pr. 
#iſh or ſuppreſs the Sins of Sodom where 
he lived : but his Righteouſneſs made it 
a Grief to SY Day, to ſee them 


practiſed and anpuniſhed; and, no doubt, 
had he been a Magiſtrate, he would have 


made that vicious People know that he 


could do more than grieve at them. 
Every good Man will be ſhocked at Blaſ- 


hemy and Profaneneſs: becauſe himſelf 


fears God; and abhors to hear that Being 


fo inſulted, which he knows deſerves the 
deepeſt Veneration. He will be ofended 
at Lewdneſs and Debauchery : becauſe it 
diſhonours God, when thofe who profeſs 


to own bim, do in their Works deny 


him, and live in Courfes that are for- 


bidden by him. But this is not all that 


a Good Magiſtrate has to ſay to them: 


the Reverence he has for God, join'd with 


D tho 
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the: Power he has rom God; tb ;punifh 
Impiety and Vice by the Laws of his 
Ind ignation againſt ſuch Offenders. He 
knows he has Power, and he will be ſure 
to uſe it, that the Name of God may 
wt be profaned, nor Religion inſulted, 
nor the publick , Worſhip. of God -negle&- 
ed, nor Debauchery and Lewdneſs tram- 
ple: upon the Aut bor Hy of God and tho 
he cannot make other Men to fear God 
in earneſt, as He does, yet (ſo far as he 
can hingder,), he will not ſuffer them to 
Athouonr God, and to ſpeak and act as if 
the feared him r.... 
c AND thus I have endeavoured to ſhew 
the Extent and Meaning of our Text, 
in both the Clauſes of it: He that ru- 
let h cer Men muſt be juſt, ruliug in the 
Fear of God, I hope the Reaſon of the 
thing appeared in every Particular as [I 
went along; and what can I fay farther 
to perſwade a due regard to it; if the 
natural Principle of Juſtice, the ſecret 
Awe of Conſcience, the Love that is due 
to our Country, the Reverence of an 
Oath, and the Dread of that divine and 
infinite Vengeance, which will purſue the 
- unjuſt, are not enough to move us? But 
if I could ſay more; or could enlarge 
upon theſe Arguments mention'd, with all 
the Art and Eloquence that might tend to 
3s ; make 
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make them effectual; I hope there would 
be no occaſion for it in this Audience. 
And therefore, humbly recommend ing you 
to the Grace of God, for the Diſcharge 
of that great Truſt he has employ'd you 
in, I ſhall encroach no longer upon your 
RRR 


Now to God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, one Soveraign and Eter- 
nal Majeſty, the Fountain of all 
Power, and the Judge of thoſe whom 

he has inveſted with it, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory for ever. Amen. 
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